Amendments to the Claims: 

1.-20. (canceled) 

21 . (currently amended) An in-process control A method in a production run of an 
on-going packaging process for pharmaceutical formulations to test of ch e cking the 
leaktightness of a sealed container that which holds a pharmaceutical active 
substance formulation in a chamber provid e d i nsid e said conta i n e r, th e s e a l ed 
contain e r a l so holding a gas (the s e cond gas) , the method comprising the steps of a) 
acting upon the sealed container with a fifst gas which d i ff e rs from th e s e cond gas 
e nc l os e d with i n th e conta i n e r such that any the increase in the quant i ty of the fifst 
gas inside the chamber can be analyzed; analys e d and b) op e ning th e conta i n e r 
an4 removing a sample from som e of th e gas wh i ch i s locat e d insid e the chamber; 
and c) analyzing the sample for the presence of the gas for th e act i v e substanc e 
formu l ation, for th e purpos e of qua l itat i v e , quantitat i v e or both analysis, wh e r ei n both 
th e act i ng and op e ning i s carr ie d out at a t e mp e ratur e of 0°C to 50°C . 

22. (currently amended) The method according to claim 21 , wherein character i sed 
i n that the sealed container is a sealed foil container comprising which cons i sts of at 
least one or more covering film layers and one or more base film layers which may in 
turn cons i st of on e or mor e l ayers, th e covering f i lm and the bas e f il m b e ing firm l y 
jo i n e d tog e th e r along th e ir p e r i ph e ry . 

23. (currently amended) The method according to claim 22, wherein charactor i sod 
in that the sealed foil container is a blister. 
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24. (currently amended) The method according to claim 23, wherein the one or 
more covering film layers and the one or more base film layers are charact e r i s e d i n 
that th e foil mat e ria l for e ach of th e fi l ms i s selected, independently of one another, 
from the group consisting of: compr i s i ng metal foils, plastic films A ef composite films, 
and or i t is a l ay e r of paper. 

25. (currently amended) The method according to claim 24, wherein charact e r i s o d 
in that at least one of one or more covering film layers or the one or more base film 
layers th e f il ms is an aluminum a l umin i um foil. 

26. (currently amended) The method according to claim 24, wherein at least one 
of one or more covering film layers or the one or more base film layers is 
charact e rised i n that at l e ast on e of th e fi l ms consists of a material selected from the 
group consisting of: compris i ng polyvinyl chloride, cycloolefin copolymer, 
polychlorotrifluoroethylene, polyethylene, polypropylene, polyethylene terephthalate, 
polycarbonates, polyesters, polyacrylates, and and/or polyamides. 

27. (currently amended) The method according to claim 21 , wherein charact e r i s e d 
i n that the sealed container is a sealed, two-layer, bottle-like container with a rigid 
outer shell and an inner container mechanically attached to the outer shell only at 
certain points and able to collapse in on itself relative to the outer container. 
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28. (currently amended) The method according to claim 27, wherein charact e rised 
in that the sealed, two-laver. bottle-like container has been produced by a 
coextrusion process. 

29. (currently amended) The method according to claim 27, wherein charact e r i s e d 
in that the rigid outer shell conta i n e r consists of polypropylene^ and the inner 
container consists of polyethylene. 

30. (currently amended) The method according to claim 21 , wherein characterised 
in that the sealed container is a sealed^ collapsible bag provided with a flange. 

31 . (currently amended) The method according to claim 30, wherein character i sed 
i n that the sealed, collapsible bag comprises consists of a metal foil A such as, for 
e xampl e , an a l uminium fo i l a plastic film A or both , or a plastic-coated metal foil. 

32. (currently amended) The method according to claim 30, wherein charact e r i s e d 
in that the sealed, collapsible bag is embedded in a metal sleeve. 

33. (currently amended) The method according to claim 21, wherein the step of 
acting upon the sealed container with the gas charact e ris e d i n that th e act i on is 
carried out at a pressure difference between the chamber int e r i or of th e contain e r 
and the gas its out e r e nvironm e nt of 0. 1 to 1 0 bar. 

34. (previously presented) The method according to claim 33, wherein the pressure 
difference is between 0.5 to 5 bar. 
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35. (previously presented) The method according to claim 34, wherein the pressure 
difference is between 1 and 2 bar. 

36. (currently amended) The method according to claim 21, wherein the gas is 
acted upon the sealed container charact e r i s e d i n that the action i s carr ie d out by 
us i ng p e rm e ation effects at a pressure difference of about zero between the 
chamber i nt e r i or of th e contain e r and the gas by permeation effects, diffusion, or 
permeation effects and diffusion outer e nv i ronment or d i ffusion or both w i th li ttl e or 
no pressur e diff e r e nc e b e tw ee n th e i nt e r i or and e xt e rior of th e conta i n e r . 

37. (currently amended) The method according to claim 21 , wherein charact e ris e d 
in tha t the gas us e d for th e action is selected from the group consisting of: 
comprising hydrogen, water vapor vapour , noble gases such as h el ium, n e on, argon, 
krypton , carbon dioxide, nitrogen, carbon monoxide, carbon- sulfur sulphur gases, 
sulfur sulphur dioxide, hydrogen sulfur su l ph i d e, hydrocarbons such as m e than e or 
e than e, fluorohydrocarbons such as TG 134a or TG 227 , of 
chlorofluorohydrocarbons. 

38. (currently amended) The method according to claim 37, wherein charact e ris e d 
in that the gas us e d for th e act i on is helium. 

39. (currently amended) The method according to claim 21 , wherein charact e r i s e d 
in that the steps of opening the sealed container and removal of the gas sample are 
carried out in a single step. 
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40. (new) The method according to claim 21, carried out at a temperature of 0°C 
to 50°C. 
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